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UNDERSTANDING
THE SHL
ABSTRACT
REASONING TEST:
A GUIDE TO
MASTERING
ANSWERS 2

When  preparing  for
p r e - e m p l o y m e n t
assessments ,  few
chal lenges  feel  as
daunting  as  the  SHL
Abstract  Reasoning
Test.  This  particular
cognitive  ability  test
measures  your  fluid
intelligence,  pattern
recognition  skills,  and

capac i ty  to  so lve
problems  under  time
pressure.  For  many
candidates, the section
commonly  referred  to
as  SHL  Abstract
Reason ing  Test
Answers 2 represents
a critical checkpoint in
the  hiring  process.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
applying  for  graduate
schemes, management
t r a i n e e  r o l e s ,  o r
positions  requiring
s t rong  ana ly t i ca l
t h i n k i n g ,
understanding  how  to
approach this test can
significantly  improve
your  performance.
Abstract  reasoning
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a s s e s s m e n t s  a r e
designed  to  evaluate
h o w  w e l l  y o u  c a n
identify  underlying
patterns,  rules,  and
trends in sequences of
shapes  or  figures.
U n l i k e  v e r b a l  o r
n u m e r i c a l  t e s t s ,
abstract  reasoning
relies  purely  on  non-
verbal  content.  The
S H L  A b s t r a c t
Reason ing  Test
Answers  2  materials
often serve as practice
resources  that  help
candidates  familiarize
themselves  with  the
format and complexity
of the actual exam. In
this  article,  we  will
explore  what  the  test
i n v o l v e s ,  h o w  t o
interpret  the  answer
keys  effectively,  and
h o w  y o u  c a n  u s e
practice  resources  to
build  genuine  ski l l
rather than relying on
rote memorization.

WHAT IS THE SHL
ABSTRACT
REASONING TEST?

SHL,  now  part  of  the
Mercer family, is one of
the  most  widely  used
p r o v i d e r s  o f
p s y c h o m e t r i c
assessments  globally.
T h e i r  a b s t r a c t
reasoning  tests  are
c o m m o n l y
administered  during
recruitment  for  roles
that demand problem-
solving  and  logical
th inking.  The  test
typically  presents  you
w i t h  a  s e r i e s  o f
a b s t r a c t  i m a g e s
arranged in a matrix or
sequence. Your task is
to  identify  the  rule
governing  the  pattern
and  select  the  next
figure  in  the  sequence
from  multiple-choice
options.
The  SHL  Abstract
Reason ing  Test
Answers  2  phrase
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typically  refers  to  a
specific  set  of  practice
questions or  a second
v e r s i o n  o f  a  t e s t
battery  that  includes
answer  explanations.
These  resources  are
invaluable  because
they  do  more  than
simply tell you whether
you  got  an  answer
right  or  wrong.  They
exp la in  the  l og i c
behind  each  correct
answer,  helping  you
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
reasoning process. This
deeper  comprehension
i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r
improving  your  speed
and  accuracy  during
the actual assessment.

Key
Features
of the

Test
Time limit: You
usually have
around 18 to 25
minutes to
complete
approximately 24
questions.
Format: Each
question
presents a 3x3
matrix or a
sequence of five
to six figures,
with one missing
element.
Rules: Patterns
may involve
rotation, shading
changes, size
variation,
position shifts, or
combinations of
multiple rules.
Difficulty
progression:
Questions often
become more
complex as the
test proceeds,
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requiring you to
apply multiple
layers of logic.

Because  the  test  is
strictly  t imed,  you
cannot  afford  to  spend
too long on any single
question.  Learning  to
recognize  common
pattern types quickly is
the  key  to  success.
This is where studying
S H L  A b s t r a c t
Reason ing  Test
Answers  2  answer
k e y s  b e c o m e s
particularly  helpful.
They train your eye to
spot  transformations
that  might  otherwise
seem  chaotic.

WHY ANSWERS 2
MATTERS FOR
YOUR
PREPARATION

You might wonder why
specific  resources  like
S H L  A b s t r a c t
Reason ing  Test
A n s w e r s  2  a r e

e m p h a s i z e d  i n
preparation  guides.
The reason lies in the
structure of SHL's test
b a n k s .  S H L  u s e s
multiple  versions  of
their  assessments  to
prevent  cheating  and
to  provide  different
difficulty  levels.
V e r s i o n  2  o f t e n
contains questions that
a re  s l i gh t l y  more
nuanced  than  Version
1 ,  m a k i n g  i t  a n
excellent  intermediate
to  advanced  training
tool.
By  working  through
S H L  A b s t r a c t
Reason ing  Test
A n s w e r s  2
systematically,  you
expose  yourself  to
patterns  that  require
higher-order  thinking.
Fo r  example ,  you
m i g h t  e n c o u n t e r
questions  where  the
r u l e  i n v o l v e s
alternating  between
two  different
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transformations,  or
where the position of a
s h a p e  w i t h i n  t h e
matrix  determines the
operation applied to it.
These  subtleties  are
p r e c i s e l y  w h a t
d i s t i n g u i s h  h i g h
scorers  from  average
performers.

Common
Pattern
Types
You Will
Encounte
r
To  make  the  most  of
S H L  A b s t r a c t
Reason ing  Test
Answers 2, it helps to
categorize the patterns
you will  see. Here are
some  o f  t he  mos t

frequent  types:

Rotation and1.
reflection:
Figures rotate
clockwise or
counterclockwise
, sometimes with
mirroring effects.
Shading and fill2.
changes: Parts
of a shape
become shaded,
unshaded, or
cross-hatched in
a predictable
order.
Positional3.
shifts: Elements
move within the
frame, following
a grid-based
pattern.
Addition and4.
subtraction:
Lines or shapes
are added or
removed based
on a logical rule.
Size and5.
number
variations: The
number of
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elements or their
size changes
progressively.
Combination6.
rules: Two or
more of the
above patterns
operate
simultaneously.

When you review SHL
Abstract  Reasoning
Test Answers 2,  pay
close attention to how
t h e  a n s w e r  k e y
explains  these  multi-
layered  rules.  Often,
the  explanation  will
break down the pattern
step by step,  showing
you how each element
transforms  across  the
s e q u e n c e .  T h i s
analytical  approach  is
exactly what you need
to internalize.

HOW TO USE
ANSWER KEYS
EFFECTIVELY

Simply reading through
S H L  A b s t r a c t

Reason ing  Test
Answers  2  answer
keys  without  active
engagement  will  yield
limited results. To truly
benefit,  you  need  to
adopt a strategic study
method.  Here  i s  a
r e c o m m e n d e d
approach:

Step 1:
Attempt
Questions
Under
Timed
Condition
s
Before  looking  at  any
answers,  try  to  solve
each question within a
set time limit, such as
6 0  s e c o n d s .  T h i s
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simulates the pressure
of the real  test.  Write
down your answer and
note  your  confidence
level.

Step 2:
Review
the
Answers
Thorough
ly
O n c e  y o u  h a v e
completed  a  set  of
questions,  open  the
S H L  A b s t r a c t
Reason ing  Test
A n s w e r s  2  k e y .
C o m p a r e  y o u r
responses  with  the
correct ones. For every
question you got wrong
or were unsure about,
read  the  explanation

careful ly.  Identi fy
exactly  where  your
reasoning  deviated
from  the  correct  logic.

Step 3:
Categoriz
e Your
Mistakes
Keep a log of the types
of errors you make. Are
you  missing  rotation
rules? Do you struggle
w i t h  s h a d i n g
s e q u e n c e s ?  B y
identifying  patterns  in
your mistakes, you can
focus your practice on
your  weakest  areas.
The  SHL  Abstract
Reason ing  Test
A n s w e r s  2
exp lana t i ons  a re
detailed  enough  to
help you pinpoint these
gaps.
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Step 4:
Re-
attempt
Without
Looking
After  studying  the
answers,  cover  them
up  and  try  the  same
questions again a few
d a y s  l a t e r .  T h i s
reinforces learning and
ensures  you  have  not
simply  memorized  the
a n s w e r  b u t  t r u l y
u n d e r s t o o d  t h e
underlying  logic.

COMMON PITFALLS
AND HOW TO
AVOID THEM

Even  with  the  best
preparation  resources
l ike  SHL  Abstract
Reason ing  Test
A n s w e r s  2 ,

candidates  often  fall
into  predictable  traps.
Being  aware  of  these
can save you valuable
time and frustration.

Overcom
plicating
the
Pattern
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
frequent  mistakes  is
assuming  the  pattern
is more complex than it
a c t u a l l y  i s .  T e s t
designers  deliberately
include distractors that
look  plausible  but  are
based on simpler rules.
If  you  find  yourself
inventing an elaborate
explanation,  take  a
step back and look for
the simplest consistent
r u l e .  T h e  S H L
Abstract  Reasoning
T e s t  A n s w e r s  2
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answer  keys  often
h i g h l i g h t  h o w
straightforward  the
correct  logic  is  once
you see it.

Focusing
on
Irrelevant
Details
Another common error
is  fixating  on  minor
visual  elements  that
are  irrelevant  to  the
pattern.  For  example,
y o u  m i g h t  b e
distracted  by  a  small
d o t  t h a t  a p p e a r s
randomly,  when  the
real  rule  involves  the
rotation  of  the  main
shape.  Practice  with
S H L  A b s t r a c t
Reason ing  Test
Answers 2  trains you
to  filter  out  noise  and
focus on what changes

systematically.

Running
Out of
Time
Time  management  is
critical.  If  you  spend
three  minutes  on  a
single  question,  you
compromise  your
ability  to  answer later
questions  that  might
be  eas ie r .  A  good
strategy  is  to  mark
difficult  questions  and
return to them if time
permits.  The  answer
keys for SHL Abstract
Reason ing  Test
Answers  2  can  help
you learn to recognize
when  a  question  is
l i ke ly  to  be  t ime-
consuming so you can
make quick decisions.

BUILDING LONG-
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TERM ABSTRACT
REASONING SKILLS

While  SHL  Abstract
Reason ing  Test
A n s w e r s  2  i s  a n
excellent  short-term
preparation  tool,  the
ski l ls  you  develop
extend far beyond the
test  itself.  Abstract
reasoning  correlates
strongly with problem-
solving  in  real-world
contexts,  including
data analysis, strategic
planning, and technical
troubleshooting.  By
engaging  deeply  with
t h e s e  p r a c t i c e
materials, you are also
exercising  cognitive
ab i l i t i es  tha t  a re
v a l u a b l e  i n  a n y
analytical  career.
C o n s i d e r
supplementing  your
preparation with other
activities  that  boost
abstract  thinking.
Puzzles  like  Sudoku,
logic grid puzzles, and

spat ia l  reasoning
g a m e s  c a n
c o m p l e m e n t  t h e
targeted  practice  you
g e t  f r o m  S H L
Abstract  Reasoning
Test Answers 2. Over
time,  you  will  find  that
pattern  recognition
b e c o m e s  m o r e
intuitive,  and  the  test
questions start  to feel
less like obstacles and
more  like  interesting
challenges.

The Role
of
Consisten
cy
Improvement does not
happen  overnight.
D e d i c a t e  a  s m a l l
amount  of  time  each
day to  practicing with
S H L  A b s t r a c t
Reason ing  Test
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Answers 2  or  similar
resources.  Even 15 to
20 minutes of focused
practice  can  produce
noticeable gains over a
few weeks. The key is
consistency rather than
cramming.  Your  brain
n e e d s  t i m e  t o
consolidate the pattern
recognition  pathways
you  are  building.

WHAT TO EXPECT
ON TEST DAY

When you sit down to
take  the  actual  SHL
Abstract  Reasoning
Test,  the  experience
will feel familiar if you
have  prepared  using
S H L  A b s t r a c t
Reason ing  Test
A n s w e r s  2 .  T h e
interface  is  typically
straightforward,  with
clear  instructions.  You
will  navigate  through
questions  one  at  a
time, and you may or
may not be able to go
b a c k  t o  p r e v i o u s

questions  depending
on  the  specific  test
version.
Stay  calm  and  pace
yourself.  Remember
that you do not need to
answer every question
correctly  to  achieve a
high score. The test is
d e s i g n e d  t o
differentiate  between
candidates,  so  some
q u e s t i o n s  a r e
intent ional ly  very
difficult.  If  you
encounter  a  question
that stumps you, make
your  best  guess  and
move on. The patterns
you practiced with SHL
Abstract  Reasoning
Test  Answers  2  will
s e r v e  a s  a  s o l i d
foundation  for  making
educated guesses even
under pressure.

CONCLUSION

Master ing  the  SHL
Abstract  Reasoning
Test  requires  more
than just luck or innate
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talent.  It  demands
structured  practice,  a
clear understanding of
pattern  types,  and  an
ability  to  learn  from
mistakes.  Resources
l ike  SHL  Abstract
Reason ing  Test
Answers 2 provide the
perfect  framework  for
this  kind of  deliberate
p r e p a r a t i o n .  B y
working  through  the
answer  keys  actively,
categor iz ing  your
errors, and building up
y o u r  p a t t e r n
recognition speed, you
can approach the test
with  confidence  and
composure.
Remember  that  the

goal is not to memorize
specific answers but to
internalize  the  logical
processes that lead to
those  answers.  The
skills  you develop will
serve you well not only
on the test but in any
ro le  that  requires
analytical thinking and
problem-solving.  Take
your  time,  practice
consistently,  and trust
the  process .  Your
preparation  with  SHL
Abstract  Reasoning
Test Answers 2 is an
investment  in  your
professional future that
will  pay  dividends  far
b e y o n d  t h e
assessment  itself.


