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THE MAGIC
BEHIND THE
WARDROBE:
EXPLORING THE
LION, WITCH AND
WARDROBE CAST

When  C.S.  Lewis 's
beloved  novel  The
Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe was adapted
for  the  big  screen  in
2 0 0 5 ,  a u d i e n c e s
around the world were
introduced  to  a  cast
that  would  define  a
generation  of  fantasy
cinema.  This  film,  the
first  installment  in  The
Chronicles of Narnia
s e r i e s ,  b r o u g h t
together a remarkable

ensemble  of  actors
who breathed life into
iconic characters. From
t h e  c o u r a g e o u s
Pevensie  children  to
the wise and powerful
Aslan,  the  lion  witch
and  wardrobe  cast
remains  one  of  the
m o s t  c e l e b r a t e d
a s p e c t s  o f  t h i s
c i n e m a t i c
achievement.
The  magic  of  this  film
l ies  not  only  in  i ts
stunning  visual  effects
and  enchanting  score
b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e
p e r f o r m a n c e s
delivered  by  its  cast.
Understanding  the
people  behind  these
roles  adds  a  deeper
appreciation  for  the
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movie 's  endur ing
appeal.  Whether  you
are revisiting Narnia or
discovering  it  for  the
first time, exploring the
l i o n  w i t c h  a n d
wardrobe  cast  reveals
the  dedication  and
talent  that  made  this
story unforgettable.

THE CORE OF
NARNIA: THE
PEVENSIE
CHILDREN

At  the  heart  of  the
story  are  the  four
Pevensie siblings, each
of whom embarks on a
personal  journey  of
growth,  courage,  and
redemption. The actors
portraying  these  roles
were  young,  relatively
unknown  at  the  time,
and their performances
carried  the  emotional
weight  of  the  entire
film. The lion witch and
wardrobe  cast  was
carefully  selected  to
ensure  that  these

c h a r a c t e r s  f e l t
authentic and relatable
to  audiences  of  al l
ages.

William
Moseley
as Peter
Pevensie
William Moseley played
Peter  Pevensie,  the
eldest  sibling  who  is
thrust  into the role of
protector  and  leader.
Moseley  brought  a
sense  of  nobility  and
b u r g e o n i n g
responsibility  to  the
character. His portrayal
o f  P e t e r ' s
transformation  from  a
cautious  older  brother
to a valiant knight was
both  believable  and
inspiring.  Moseley's
performance  set  the
tone for the entire lion
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witch  and  wardrobe
cast, establishing Peter
as  a  figure  of  strength
and moral clarity.
Before  landing  this
ro le ,  Moseley  had
l i m i t e d  a c t i n g
experience,  but  his
n a t u r a l  s c r e e n
presence  and  earnest
demeanor made him a
perfect  fit  for  the
c h a r a c t e r .  H e
underwent  extensive
training  for  the  film's
battle  sequences,  and
h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  i s
evident in every sword
fight  and  commanding
speech.

Anna
Popplewe
ll as

Susan
Pevensie
A n n a  P o p p l e w e l l
p o r t r a y e d  S u s a n
Pevensie, the practical
and  nurturing  sister.
Susan is often seen as
the  voice  of  reason
among  the  children,
a n d  P o p p l e w e l l
captured  this  quality
w i t h  g r a c e  a n d
s u b t l e t y .  H e r
p e r f o r m a n c e
highlighted  Susan's
internal  conflict
b e t w e e n  t h e
responsibi l i t ies  of
adulthood  and  the
desire to retain a sense
of  wonder.  As  part  of
the  l ion  witch  and
w a r d r o b e  c a s t ,
Popplewell  contributed
a  m a t u r e  a n d
grounded  energy  that
balanced  the  more
adventurous  impulses
of  her  siblings.
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Popplewell's  previous
acting roles helped her
bring  depth  to  Susan,
making her one of the
m o s t  r e l a t a b l e
charac te rs  in  the
series.  Her  evolution
from a  skeptical  child
to  a  capable  archer
and  queen  remains  a
highlight of the film.

Skandar
Keynes
as
Edmund
Pevensie
Perhaps  the  most
complex character  arc
in the story belongs to
Edmund  Pevensie,
played  by  Skandar
K e y n e s .  E d m u n d
begins as a bitter and
resentful  boy,  easily
manipulated  by  the

White  Witch.  Keynes
d e l i v e r e d  a
performance  that  was
both  vulnerable  and
compelling,  making
Edmund's  eventual
redemption  al l  the
more  powerful.  His
portrayal  of  betrayal,
regret,  and  eventual
courage  i s  w ide ly
regarded as one of the
finest  performances  in
the  l ion  witch  and
wardrobe  cast.
Keynes  was  only  a
child when he took on
this  challenging  role,
y e t  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o
convey  deep  emotion
and inner  turmoil  was
remarkable. His scenes
with  Tilda  Swinton's
White Witch are some
of the most tense and
memorab le  in  the
entire  film.
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Georgie
Henley as
Lucy

Pevensie
Georgie Henley played
Lucy  Pevensie,  the
youngest  sibling  who
first  discovers  the
magical land of Narnia.
Henley's  performance
was  the  heart  of  the
film,  full  of  boundless
curiosity, kindness, and
wonder.  Her infectious
e n t h u s i a s m  a n d
genuine  innocence
m a d e  L u c y  t h e
emotional  anchor  of
t h e  s t o r y .  A s  t h e
c h a r a c t e r  w h o
encounters  the  faun
Mr.  Tumnus  and  later
meets  Aslan,  Henley
carried  a  tremendous
amount of screen time
with remarkable poise.

Henley  had  no  prior
act ing  experience
before  being  cast,
which  actually  worked
in her favor. Her fresh
and  natural  reactions
to  the  wonders  o f
Narnia  felt  completely
authentic,  making  her
a standout member of
the  l ion  witch  and
wardrobe  cast.  Her
chemistry  with  the
other actors, especially
James  McAvoy's  Mr.
Tumnus,  added  layers
of warmth to the film.

BRINGING THE
FANTASTICAL TO
LIFE: THE ADULT
CAST

While  the  Pevensie
children were the focus
of the story, the adult
actors in the lion witch
and  wardrobe  cast
provided  the  gravitas
and  dramatic  weight
that  elevated  the  film
to  a  timeless  classic.
These  per formers
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brought  legendary
characters  from  the
pages of Lewis's novel
into vivid reality.

Tilda
Swinton
as The
White
Witch
(Jadis)
T i l d a  S w i n t o n ' s
portrayal  of  the White
Witch, Jadis, is nothing
short  of  iconic.  Cold,
c a l c u l a t i n g ,  a n d
terrifyingly  beautiful,
Swinton  created  a
villain for the ages. Her
performance  captured
the  tyrannical  ruler's
cruelty and her chilling
charisma.  Swinton
approached  the  role

w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f
o t h e r w o r l d l y
detachment,  which
made the White Witch
feel genuinely inhuman
and menacing.
Swinton's  presence  in
the  l ion  witch  and
wardrobe cast brought
a level of prestige and
intensity  to  the  film.
She  i s  a  c r i t i ca l ly
acclaimed  actress
known  for  her  daring
c h o i c e s ,  a n d  h e r
interpretation  of  Jadis
remains  one  of  the
m o s t  m e m o r a b l e
aspects  of  the  entire
Narnia  ser ies.  Her
delivery  of  lines  such
as "I have no children"
and  her  icy  stare  are
s e a r e d  i n t o  t h e
memory of viewers.

James
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McAvoy
as Mr.

Tumnus
James  McAvoy  played
Mr. Tumnus, the gentle
faun  who  befriends
Lucy upon her arrival in
N a r n i a .  M c A v o y
brought  a  touching
vu lnerab i l i ty  and
warmth  to  the  role,
making Mr. Tumnus an
instant fan favorite. His
p e r f o r m a n c e
beautifully  captured
the character's internal
s t rugg le  between
loyalty  to  the  White
Witch  and  his  innate
goodness.
McAvoy was already a
rising  star  when  he
joined  the  lion  witch
and wardrobe cast, and
his performance in this
film helped launch him
into  internat ional

p r o m i n e n c e .  H i s
in teract ions  w i th
Georgie  Henley's  Lucy
are  filled  with
t e n d e r n e s s  a n d
melancholy, setting the
emotional  stakes  for
t h e  e n t i r e  s t o r y .
McAvoy's  ability  to
convey  deep  emotion
through  prosthetic
makeup  and  costume
is  a  testament  to  his
exceptional skill  as an
actor.

Liam
Neeson
as the
Voice of
Aslan
Liam Neeson provided
the  voice  and  facial
performance for Aslan,
the great lion and true
k i n g  o f  N a r n i a .
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Neeson's sonorous and
commanding  voice
brought  immense
dignity and warmth to
the character. Aslan is
the moral center of the
story,  representing
wisdom,  sacrifice,  and
unconditional  love.
Neeson's  performance
needed to convey all of
these  qualities  while
work ing  pr imar i ly
through voice work and
CGI animation.
Neeson's casting was a
masterstroke  for  the
l i o n  w i t c h  a n d
wardrobe  cast.  His
v o i c e  c a r r i e s  a n
authority  that  feels
bo th  anc i en t  and
comforting,  making
As lan ' s  gu idance
bel ievable  and  his
sacrifice  deeply
m o v i n g .  N e e s o n
approached  the  role
with reverence for the
source  material,  and
h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e
remains  one  of  the

most  beloved  aspects
of the film.

Jim
Broadben
t as
Professor
Digory
Kirke
The  legendary  J im
Broadbent  p layed
Professor  Kirke,  the
kindly  and  enigmatic
owner  of  the  house
where the children are
sent  during  the  war.
B r o a d b e n t ' s
performance  added  a
layer  of  wisdom  and
mystery to the film. His
s c e n e s  w i t h  t h e
children,  particularly
h i s  s u b t l e
encouragement of their
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belief  in  Narnia,  are
filled  with  warmth  and
gentle  humor.
Broadbent  is  one  of
B r i t a i n ' s  m o s t
respected  actors,  and
his inclusion in the lion
witch  and  wardrobe
cast  added  depth  to
the  film's  supporting
c h a r a c t e r s .  H i s
p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e
Professor  serves  as  a
bridge  between  the
real  world  and  the
m a g i c a l  r e a l m ,
grounding the story in
a  sense  of  believable
wonder.

SUPPORTING
CHARACTERS WHO
ENRICHED THE
WORLD OF NARNIA

Beyond the main cast,
the  l ion  witch  and
wardrobe cast included
several talented actors
w h o  p o r t r a y e d
memorable  supporting
characters.  These

performances  added
texture  and  depth  to
the  world  of  Narnia,
making  it  feel  like  a
fu l ly  rea l ized  and
inhabited  place.

Ray
Winstone,
Dawn
French,
and
Rupert
Everett
as the
Voices of
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the
Beavers
The  talking  beavers,
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beaver,
were  voiced  by  Ray
Winstone  and  Dawn
French,  respectively.
Winstone  brought  his
characteristic  gruff
charm  to  Mr.  Beaver,
while  French  added
warmth and humor to
Mrs.  Beaver.  Rupert
Everett voiced the fox,
adding  a  note  of  sly
intel l igence  to  the
proceedings.  These
voice  performances  in
the  l ion  witch  and
wardrobe cast added a
layer  of  British  charm
and  wit  that  perfectly
suited the material.

Michael

Madsen
as
Maugrim
M i c h a e l  M a d s e n ,
known for  his  roles in
Tarantino  films,  voiced
Maugrim,  the  captain
of  the  White  Witch's
secret police. Madsen's
growl ing  de l ivery
brought  a  menacing
edge  to  the  wolf-like
creature, making him a
genuinely  frightening
a n t a g o n i s t .  H i s
inclusion  in  the  lion
witch  and  wardrobe
cast demonstrated the
filmmakers'
commitment to casting
distinctive  voices  for
even  the  most  minor
roles.

THE LEGACY OF
THE CASTING
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CHOICES

The  l ion  witch  and
wardrobe cast has left
an  indelible  mark  on
popular  culture.  The
actors  who  portrayed
the  Pevensie  children
h a v e  g o n e  o n  t o
diverse  careers,  while
the  adult  performers
continued  to  solidify
their  reputations  as
some  of  the  finest
a c t o r s  o f  t h e i r
generation. The casting
of  relatively  unknown
child  actors  alongside
estab l i shed  s tars
created a dynamic that
felt  both  fresh  and
timeless.
The success of the cast
can also be attributed
to the careful direction
of  Andrew  Adamson,
who  understood  the
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
emotional  authenticity
in  a  film  filled  with
fantastical  elements.
He allowed the actors

to  br ing  thei r  own
interpretations  to  the
cha rac te r s  wh i l e
remaining  faithful  to
t h e  s p i r i t  o f  C . S .
Lewis's  novel.  The
result  is  a  film  that
feels both magical and
deeply human.

HOW THE CAST
ELEVATED THE
STORY'S THEMES

T h e  t h e m e s  o f
sacrifice,  redemption,
courage, and faith that
are central to The Lion,
the  Wi tch  and  the
W a r d r o b e  w e r e
amplified  by  the
performances  of  the
cast. The lion witch and
wardrobe cast  did not
simply  recite  lines;
they  embodied  the
emotional truths of the
s t o r y .  S k a n d a r
Keynes's  portrayal  of
Edmund's  guilt  and
redemption,  Georgie
Henley's  embodiment
of pure faith, and Liam
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Neeson's  depiction  of
sacrificial  love  all
contr ibuted  to  the
film's enduring power.
Susan's  journey  from
skepticism  to  belief,
Peter's  growth  into
leadership,  and  the
W h i t e  W i t c h ' s
e m b o d i m e n t  o f
t e m p t a t i o n  a n d
t y r a n n y  w e r e  a l l
brought  to  life  with
nuance and conviction.
The  cast's  ability  to
connect  with  these
universal  themes  is
why  the  film  continues
t o  r e s o n a t e  w i t h
audiences  of  all  ages
and backgrounds.

CONCLUSION: A
CAST THAT
DEFINED A
GENERATION

The  l ion  witch  and
wardrobe cast remains
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
beloved  ensembles  in
fantasy  film  history.

From  the  youthfu l
energy  o f  Wi l l iam
M o s e l e y ,  A n n a
Popplewell,  Skandar
Keynes,  and  Georgie
H e n l e y  t o  t h e
formidable  talents  of
Tilda  Swinton,  James
McAvoy, Liam Neeson,
and  Jim  Broadbent,
every  performance
contributed  to  a  film
that  has  enchanted
millions.  The  careful
casting  choices,  the
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
character  authenticity,
and  the  sheer  talent
assembled  for  this
pro jec t  c reated  a
cinematic  experience
that  cont inues  to
inspire  wonder  and
imagination.
As we look back at this
remarkable adaptation,
it is clear that the heart
of  its  success  lies  in
t h e  p e o p l e  w h o
brought Narnia to life.
The  l ion  witch  and
wardrobe  cast  d id
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more  than  act;  they
invited us to believe in
magic, to confront our
own  weaknesses,  and
t o  e m b r a c e  t h e
courage to do what is

r i g h t .  T h e i r
performances remain a
testament to the power
of storytelling and the
enduring legacy of C.S.
Lewis's timeless world.


