
Bad To The Bone Tab Bass 1

Bad To The Bone
Tab Bass

Bad To The
Bone Tab
Bass

Downloaded from
cardprinter.sendafriend.co

by Aubree & Griffin

MASTERING THE
BAD TO THE BONE
TAB BASS: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO PLAYING THE
ICONIC RIFF

Some  bass  lines  are
instantly  recognizable
from  the  very  first
note. The moment that
deep,  swagger ing
groove  kicks  in,  you
know  exactly  what
song is playing. George
T h o r o g o o d  &  T h e
Destroyers' "Bad to the
Bone" is  one of  those
timeless rock anthems,
and  at  its  foundation
lies  a  bass  line  that
every  aspiring  bassist

w a n t s  t o  l e a r n .
Whether  you  are  a
beginner  picking up a
bass  for  the  first  time
or  an  exper ienced
player looking to add a
c l a s s i c  t o  y o u r
r e p e r t o i r e ,
understanding the Bad
To  The  Bone  tab
bass  is  an  essential
milestone.  This  article
will  take  you  through
everything you need to
k n o w ,  f r o m  t h e
structure  of  the  main
riff  to  the  techniques
that give this bass line
its signature attitude.

THE ENDURING
APPEAL OF THE
BAD TO THE BONE
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BASS LINE

Released in 1982, "Bad
to  the  Bone"  became
an  instant  classic,
largely  because  of  its
unforgettable main riff.
T h e  b a s s  l i n e ,
per fo rmed  by  the
legendary Billy Blough,
is deceptively simple. It
does not rely on flashy
speed  or  complex
fingerwork.  Instead,  it
del ivers  a  steady,
confident  groove  that
perfectly  mirrors  the
song's  swaggering,
rebellious  spirit.  When
you look at the Bad To
The Bone tab  bass,
you will notice that the
beauty  l ies  in  the
phrasing and the feel,
n o t  i n  t e c h n i c a l
difficulty. This makes it
a  fantastic  piece  for
beginners  to  tackle
while  still  offering
plenty  of  nuance  for
advanced  players  to
refine.

The bass line serves as
the rhythmic backbone
of the song. It locks in
tightly with the drums,
creating a solid pocket
that allows the guitars
and  vocals  to  float  on
top. Learning this tab is
n o t  j u s t  a b o u t
memorizing notes; it is
about  understanding
how a bass player can
drive  an  entire  song
with  restraint  and
precision.

BREAKING DOWN
THE BAD TO THE
BONE TAB BASS
STRUCTURE

B e f o r e  y o u  s t a r t
playing,  it  helps  to
understand the overall
structure  of  the  song.
"Bad  to  the  Bone"
follows a classic 12-bar
blues  progression  in
the key of E. This is the
s a m e  h a r m o n i c
foundation  used  by
countless  blues  and
rock  songs,  which  is
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why the bass line feels
so natural and familiar.
The Bad To The Bone
tab  bass  primarily
revolves  around  the
root notes of the E, A,
and  B  chords,  with  a
few chromatic  passing
notes that add flavor.
The  main  riff  is  played
d u r i n g  t h e  v e r s e
sections  and  repeats
throughout  much  of
t h e  s o n g .  I t  i s  a
rhythmic  pattern  that
e m p h a s i z e s  t h e
downbeat  and  then
plays  a  syncopated
phrase leading into the
next  measure.  The
chorus  sections  are
slightly sparser,  giving
the  vocals  room  to
breathe.  When  you
examine  the  full  Bad
To  The  Bone  tab
bass, you will see that
the song relies heavily
on repetition, which is
a  hallmark  of  great
groove  playing.

The Main
Riff:
Nailing
the
Signature
Groove
The  main  riff  is  where
the magic  happens.  If
you are searching for a
Bad To The Bone tab
bass that captures the
authentic  sound,  pay
close  attention  to  the
rhythm.  The  riff  starts
on the root note E and
uses a combination of
quarter  notes  and
e ighth  notes .  The
syncopation  comes
from the way the notes
are  accented  and  the
slight pause before the
turnaround.
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Here  is  a  simplified
breakdown of the main
riff  pattern  in  standard
tuning (E, A, D, G):

The riff begins on
the open E string
or the 12th fret
of the A string,
depending on
your preferred
position.
The first few
notes establish
the root with a
steady quarter-
note pulse.
The phrase then
moves to a
chromatic walk-
down or walk-up
that leads to the
A chord.
The same
pattern is
transposed when
the chord
changes to A and
then to B.

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
important  aspects  of
the Bad To The Bone

tab bass  is  the  feel.
The  notes  themselves
are  straightforward,
but the way you attack
them  makes  all  the
difference.  Use  a  firm
pick  or  your  fingers
w i t h  a  s t r o n g ,
consistent  attack.  The
goal  is  to  produce  a
fat,  round  tone  that
cuts  through  the  mix
without being harsh.

Understa
nding the
Chromati
c
Movemen
t
A  key  feature  of  the
Bad To The Bone tab
bass  i s  the  use  o f
chromatic  passing
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tones. These are notes
that  fall  outside  the
typical  pentatonic  or
blues  scale,  but  they
are  used  to  create
tension  and  forward
motion.  For  example,
when moving from the
E root to the A chord,
the  bass  l ine  often
slides through an F or
F #  n o t e .  T h i s
chromatic  approach
gives the riff its bluesy,
slightly edgy character.
When  practicing  this
section,  focus  on  the
transition  between
these chromatic notes.
They should be played
cleanly  but  wi th  a
slight slide or hammer-
on  to  maintain  the
smooth,  vocal  quality
of the line. Many online
versions of the Bad To
The  Bone  tab  bass
include these nuances,
so  look  for  tabs  that
notate  s l ides  and
hammer-ons  rather
than just  the raw fret

numbers.

TECHNIQUES TO
MASTER FOR THE
BAD TO THE BONE
TAB BASS

To  truly  capture  the
sound  of  the  record,
y o u  n e e d  t o
incorporate several key
bass techniques. These
are  not  difficult  to
learn, but they require
prac t i ce  to  app ly
naturally  within  the
context  of  the  song.

String
Muting
for a
Tight
Sound
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
overlooked  aspects  of
playing  the  Bad  To
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The Bone tab bass is
muting.  The  bass  line
h a s  a  l o t  o f  o p e n
strings  and  ringing
notes,  but  if  you  let
every  string  ring  out
uncontro l led ,  the
s o u n d  b e c o m e s
muddy. Use both your
fretting hand and your
plucking hand to mute
strings that should not
b e  s o u n d i n g .  F o r
instance, when playing
the  open  E  st r ing,
l i g h t l y  r e s t  y o u r
fretting hand fingers on
the A, D, and G strings
to  stop  them  f rom
v i b r a t i n g
sympathetically.  This
will give your playing a
clean,  professional
sound.

Syncopati
on and

Groove
Playing
The  song's  groove
depends  heavily  on
syncopation.  The  Bad
To  The  Bone  tab
bass  is  not a straight
eighth-note line. It has
a bounce and a swing
t h a t  c o m e s  f r o m
placing  certain  notes
slightly  behind  the
beat. This is especially
true in the turnaround
phrases .  Pract ice
playing along with the
original  recording  to
internalize  this  feel.
Your goal is not to play
like a metronome, but
to play with a human,
relaxed  groove  that
makes people tap their
feet.

Slides
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and
Hammer-

Ons
Listen  closely  to  the
original track, and you
will  hear  subtle  slides
between  notes.  These
are not always notated
in  basic  Bad To The
B o n e  t a b  b a s s
versions,  but they are
e s s e n t i a l  f o r
authenticity.  When
moving from one root
note  to  another,  try
sliding  your  finger
instead  of  l ift ing  it
cleanly  off  the
fretboard.  A  quick
hammer-on  from  an
open string to a fretted
note can also add that
bluesy  inflection  that
makes  the  line  come
alive.

EQUIPMENT AND
TONE FOR THE
BAD TO THE BONE
BASS SOUND

Your technique is only
half  the  equation.  To
get the right sound for
this song, you need to
c o n s i d e r  y o u r
e q u i p m e n t  a n d
settings. Billy Blough's
tone  on  the  original
recording  is  warm,
punchy,  and  slightly
overdriven.  It  is  not a
clean,  sterile  sound,
but  i t  is  a lso  not  a
heavily distorted metal
tone. It sits perfectly in
the midrange.
If you are using a Bad
To  The  Bone  tab
bass to learn the song,
here are some tips to
replicate the tone:

Use a bass with a
solid body and
passive pickups
for a warmer
tone.
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Set your amp's
EQ with the bass
at around 12
o'clock, mids
slightly boosted,
and treble rolled
back a bit.
Add a touch of
overdrive or tube
saturation. A
light overdrive
pedal or a
modeling amp
with a vintage
drive setting can
work wonders.
Play with a pick
for a sharper
attack, or use
your fingers if
you prefer a
rounder sound.
The original uses
a pick, which
gives the line its
cutting edge.
Use fresh strings.
Old, dead strings
will rob the line
of its punch and
clarity.

COMMON
MISTAKES WHEN
LEARNING THE
BAD TO THE BONE
TAB BASS

As with any iconic bass
line, there are common
pitfalls  that  learners
encounter .  Be ing
aware  of  these  can
save  you  t ime  and
frustration.

Playing
Too Fast
or Too
Slow
The tempo of  "Bad to
the  Bone"  is  steady
a n d  m o d e r a t e .
Beginners  often  play
the  riff  either  too  fast
in an attempt to sound
impressive,  or  too
slowly  while  they  are
learning the notes. Use
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a  metronome  set  to
the  o r ig ina l  song
tempo, which is around
108 beats per minute.
The Bad To The Bone
tab  bass  should  feel
relaxed  and  confident,
not  rushed.

Neglectin
g the
Ghost
Notes
G h o s t  n o t e s  a r e
percussive,  muted
notes that add rhythm
and texture to a bass
line.  In  the  Bad  To
The Bone tab  bass,
there are subtle ghost
notes  between  the
main  melody  notes.
T h e s e  a r e  o f t e n
omitted from simplified
tabs, but they are part
of  what  makes  the
groove  so  effective.

When  you  hear  the
original  recording,  pay
attention  to  the  little
"chicks"  and  muted
pops that fill  the space
between  the  roo t
notes.  Incorporating
these will elevate your
playing significantly.

Ignoring
the
Dynamics
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
common  mistakes  is
playing every note with
the same volume. The
Bad To The Bone tab
bass  has  na tu ra l
dynamics:  the  root
n o t e s  o n  t h e
downbeats  should  be
p layed  w i th  more
emphasis,  while  the
passing  notes  and
ghost notes should be
softer.  This  dynamic
contrast  is  what gives
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the line its shape and
movement.

STEP-BY-STEP
PRACTICE ROUTINE
FOR THE BAD TO
THE BONE TAB
BASS

To  master  this  bass
line efficiently,  follow a
structured  practice
routine.  Do not  try  to
play  the  entire  song
from  start  to  finish
right  away.  Break  it
down into manageable
pieces.

Start with the1.
main riff only.
Play the first four
measures of the
verse repeatedly.
Focus on getting
the rhythm
exactly right. Use
a metronome set
to a slow tempo,
around 70 BPM,
and gradually
increase the
speed.

Add the2.
chromatic
turnarounds.
Once the main
riff is
comfortable,
practice the
sections where
the bass line
moves from E to
A and from A to
B. These are the
parts that often
trip up learners.
Play along with3.
the track. This
is the most
important step.
Playing along
with the original
recording will
force you to
match the feel
and timing.
Listen for how
the bass locks in
with the kick
drum.
Practice the4.
whole song
structure. Once
you can play the
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verse and chorus
sections cleanly,
practice
transitioning
between them.
The song has a
simple structure,
but the
transitions need
to be smooth.
Record5.
yourself.
Listening back to
your own playing
is the best way
to identify areas
that need
improvement.
Compare your
recording to the
original track and
listen for
differences in
timing, tone, and
feel.

WHY LEARNING
THE BAD TO THE
BONE TAB BASS IS
A GREAT

INVESTMENT

This bass line is more
than  just  a  fun  party
trick. Learning the Bad
To  The  Bone  tab
b a s s  t e a c h e s
fundamental skills that
apply  to  countless
other  songs.  You  will
improve your sense of
groove, your ability to
l o c k  i n  w i t h  a
drummer,  and  your
unders tand ing  o f
b lues -based  rock
music.  The  chromatic
movements  you  learn
here  wil l  appear  in
other  classic  rock and
blues  songs,  making
this  investment  of
pract ice  t ime  wel l
worth  it.
Moreover,  this  is  a
song  that  g igg ing
bassists  get  called  to
p lay  a l l  the  t ime .
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
playing  at  a  bar,  a
wedding,  or  a  jam
session,  "Bad  to  the
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Bone"  is  a  staple  of
classic rock repertoire.
Knowing the bass line
inside  and  out  wi l l
m a k e  y o u  a  m o r e
v e r s a t i l e  a n d  i n -
demand  player.

EXPLORING
DIFFERENT
VERSIONS OF THE
BAD TO THE BONE
TAB BASS

You  may  find  slight
variations  in  the  Bad
To  The  Bone  tab
bass  depending  on
w h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
looking at a beginner-

friendly  simplified
version  or  a  note-for-
note  transcription.  Do
not  be  a larmed  by
these  differences.  The
essential  structure  of
the  line  remains  the
same. Some tabs may
suggest playing the riff
in a higher position on
the neck, while others
keep  it  in  the  lower
register.  Experiment
with both to see which
feels more comfortable
for your playing style.
If  you are a beginner,
s t a r t  w i t h  t h e
simplified  version  that
focuses  on


