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For decades, audiences
have  been  captivated
b y  t h e  d a r k l y
enchanting  world  of
Stephen Sondheim and
James Lapine’s musical
masterpiece,  Into  the
W o o d s .  B l e n d i n g
classic fairy tales into a
single,  interconnected
narrative,  the  show
e x p l o r e s  t h e
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f
wishes, the complexity
of community, and the
m e s s y  r e a l i t y  o f
“happily ever after.” At
t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h i s
beloved  work  lies  the
text that brings it all to
l i fe :  the  Into  the
Woods  Full  Script.
Whether  you  are  a

t h e a t e r  s t u d e n t
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a
production,  a  director
s e e k i n g  d e e p e r
understanding,  or
simply a fan hungry for
every  lyrical  nuance,
accessing and studying
the full script unlocks a
deeper appreciation of
one of modern musical
theater’s  greatest
achievements.

WHAT IS THE INTO
THE WOODS FULL
SCRIPT?

The  term  “Into  the
Woods  Ful l  Script”
refers to the complete
libretto (the text of the
musical,  including
dialogue  and  stage
directions)  as  written
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by  J ames  Lap ine ,
paired  with  Stephen
Sondheim’s  lyrics  and
musical cues. Unlike a
mere summary or song
l ist ,  the  ful l  scr ipt
contains every spoken
word,  every  stage
direction,  and  every
l y r i c  e x a c t l y  a s
pe r f o rmed  i n  t he
original  Broadway
p r o d u c t i o n  a n d
subsequent  licensed
performances.  It  is
essential to distinguish
this  from  the  film
screenplay,  which
adapted the story  but
made notable cuts and
changes.  For  purists
and  practitioners,  the
original  stage  script
remains  the  definitive
source.
The script is structured
in  two  acts,  mirroring
the  traditional  fairy-
tale arc before pivoting
into  a  darker  second
half.  The  first  act  ends
with  the  famous  line

“Happily  ever  after,”
while  the  second  act
explores what happens
after  that  i l lus ion
s h a t t e r s .  E v e r y
c h a r a c t e r — f r o m
Cinderel la  and  her
prince to the Baker, his
Wife,  Jack,  Little  Red
Riding  Hood,  and  the
W i t c h — h a s  f u l l y
realized  dialogue  and
songs that reveal their
inner  worlds.  The  full
scr ipt  is  not  just  a
s t o r y ;  i t  i s  a
meticulously  crafted
b l u e p r i n t  f o r
performance.

The Role
of the
Libretto
A libretto is the text of
an opera or musical. In
Into  the  Woods,  the
libretto  is  inseparable
f r o m  t h e  m u s i c .



Into The Woods Full Script 3

3

Sondheim’s  lyrics  are
dense  with  wordplay,
c h a r a c t e r
development,  and
narrative  propulsion.
When  you  read  the
Into the Woods Full
Script,  you  see  how
every  line  serves  the
plot  and  theme.  For
instance,  the  Witch’s
“Last  Midnight”  is  a
t o u r  d e  f o r c e  o f
rhythmic  fury,  while
the  Baker  and  h i s
Wife’s  duet  “It  Takes
Two” is a charming yet
profound meditation on
partnership. The script
c a p t u r e s  t h e s e
moments  in  their  full
context.

WHY SEEK OUT
THE INTO THE
WOODS FULL
SCRIPT?

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y
reasons to pursue the
complete  text  of  this
show.  For  theater
practitioners,  it  is  a

primary  source  for
staging,  blocking,  and
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
character  motivation.
Directors  study  the
sc r ip t  to  i dent i f y
subtext  and  pacing.
A c t o r s  u s e  i t  t o
memorize  lines  and
discover  emotional
beats.  For  students of
musical  theater  or
literature,  the  script
offers a rich case study
in  narrative  structure,
intertextuality,  and
rewri t ing  fami l iar
stories  with  modern
resonance.
Fans  of  the  musical
often  want  to  revisit
f a v o r i t e  l i n e s  o r
analyze  the  intricate
lyr ics  at  their  own
pace.  The  soundtrack
is  wonderful,  but  the
script  provides  the
connect ive  t issue
between  songs.  You
can  appreciate  how a
s i m p l e  p h r a s e  i n
dialogue  foreshadows
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a  later  revelation.  For
example,  the  Baker’s
line “I was raised to be
charming, not sincere”
gains weight when you
read  the  entire  script
a n d  s e e  h o w  h i s
character evolves. The
full script also includes
stage  directions  that
reveal  the  intended
staging,  such  as  the
Giant’s entrance or the
m a g i c a l
transformations,  which
are  not  always  clear
from audio alone.

Education
al and
Academic
Value
In classrooms, the Into
t h e  W o o d s  F u l l
Script  is  frequently
used to  teach themes
of  morality,  fairy-tale

deconstruction,  and
c o l l a b o r a t i v e
storytelling.  Teachers
can  assign  scenes  for
r e a d i n g ,  d i s c u s s
character  choices,  or
analyze  Sondheim’s
use  of  mot i fs .  The
script  lends  itself  to
comparative  studies
w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l
Brothers  Grimm  tales,
as  well  as  discussions
about  gender  roles,
selfishness,  and
c o m m u n i t y
responsibility.  Having
the full text allows for
c lose  reading  and
critical  analysis  that
e x c e r p t s  c a n n o t
provide.

EXPLORING KEY
THEMES IN THE
SCRIPT

The  Into  the Woods
F u l l  S c r i p t  i s
thematically rich. At its
core,  the  show  asks:
What  happens  when
we get  what  we wish
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for?  Each  character
b e g i n s  w i t h  a
d e s i r e — C i n d e r e l l a
wishes  to  go  to  the
festival, Jack wishes his
cow  would  give  milk,
the Baker and his Wife
wish  for  a  child,  the
Witch  wishes  to  be
beautiful  again.  The
scr ipt  fo l lows  the
consequences of these
wishes with unflinching
honesty.

Wishes
and Their
Conseque
nces
One  of  the  script’s
greatest  strengths  is
its refusal to offer easy
answers.  The  first  act
ends  w i th  w i shes
fulfilled, but the second
act  reveals  the  price.
The  Baker’s  Wife’s

encounter  with  the
prince  leads  to  regret
and  ult imately  her
death.  Jack’s  magical
b e a n s  c a u s e
devastation. The script
shows  tha t  eve ry
action  has  a  r ipple
effect.  The  line
“Careful the things you
say ,  ch i ld ren  w i l l
listen” from the Witch’s
final song encapsulates
this  theme.  The  full
script allows readers to
trace how these seeds
a r e  p l a n t e d  a n d
harvested.

The
Fragility
of
Communi
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ty
Another  key  theme is
interdependence.  The
c h a r a c t e r s  a r e
strangers who become
connected  through
their shared journey in
the  woods.  The  script
h i g h l i g h t s  h o w
individual  desires  can
harm  the  group,  but
also  how  cooperation
can  save  them.  The
Baker’s journey from a
self-centered man to a
nurturing  father  is
part icu lar ly  wel l -
documented  in  the
stage  directions  and
dialogue. The full script
includes the communal
moments,  like  “Your
Fault,” where blame is
passed around, and the
final  reconciliation with
the Witch.

Parent-
Child
Relations
hips
T h e  s c r i p t  a l s o
e x p l o r e s  t h e
c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f
parenting. The Witch’s
overprotectiveness  of
Rapunzel,  the  Baker’s
longing  for  his  dead
father,  Jack’s  struggle
with  his  mother,  and
C i n d e r e l l a ’ s
relationship  with  her
stepfamily all  offer rich
material.  Reading  the
script  in  its  entirety
reveals  how  these
relationships  mirror
and  contrast  each
other.  The  Witch’s
lament  “Children  Will
Listen” gains profound
emotional weight when
read as the culmination
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of  the  entire  show’s
exploration  of  legacy
and  guidance.

CHARACTER
BREAKDOWNS AND
NOTABLE
MOMENTS

The  Into  the Woods
Full  Script  contains
some  o f  t he  mos t
iconic  characters  in
m u s i c a l  t h e a t e r .
Understanding  each
role  requires  reading
their  entire  arc.

The Baker and
the Baker’s
Wife: The
central couple.
Their journey
from barrenness
to parenthood is
the emotional
spine. Key script
moments include
the opening “I
Wish” sequence,
“It Takes Two,”
and the
devastating

“Moments in the
Woods” after her
encounter with
the prince.
The Witch: A
complex
antagonist. Her
transformation
from wrinkled
crone to
glamorous
beauty (and then
back) is detailed
in the script. Her
songs “Into the
Woods” (reprise)
and “Last
Midnight” are
masterclasses in
character
development.
The script
reveals her
vulnerability and
pain.
Cinderella: She
is not a passive
princess. Her
decision to leave
the prince and
her empathy for
the birds that
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peck out her
stepsisters’ eyes
show a nuanced
morality. The
script includes
her “A Very Nice
Prince” and her
final moments
with the Baker.
Jack: His
youthful bravado
and guilt over
the Giant’s
destruction are
clearly written.
The script’s
stage directions
for the beanstalk
and the Giantess
are crucial for
understanding
scale.
Little Red
Riding Hood:
Her arc from
naive girl to
worldly survivor
is one of the
most
entertaining. The
script captures
her sly humor

and growing
confidence.
The Princes:
The Wolf and two
Princes share the
motif “Agony.”
The script shows
their comedic
narcissism and
eventual
disillusionment.

Notable
Musical
and
Dramatic
Sequence
s
Reading the full  script
a l l o w s  y o u  t o
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e
structure of  the show.
The  “Prologue”  is  a
t o u r  d e  f o r c e  o f
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interweaving  multiple
characters’  “I  wish”
songs .  The  “F i r s t
M i d n i g h t ”  s c e n e
introduces the Narrator
and  the  concept  of
t i m e .  T h e  “ G i a n t
Attack”  sequence  in
Act Two is a masterful
p iece  o f  dramat ic
w r i t i n g ,  w i t h
overlapping  dialogue
that builds tension. The
final  scene,  where  the
Baker tells his child the
story,  is  poignant  and
meta-theatrical.  The
script  ends  with  the
company singing “Into
the  Woods”  one  last
time, reminding us that
the journey never truly
ends.

HOW TO ACCESS
THE IN TO THE
WOODS FULL
SCRIPT

If  you are seeking the
Into the Woods Full
Script,  it  is  important
to  obtain  a  legitimate

copy.  The  libretto  is
published  by  Theatre
Communications Group
(TCG)  under  the  title
Into the Woods  and is
widely  available  in
bookstores  and  online
retailers.  This  version
includes  the  complete
dialogue and lyrics, as
well  as  production
n o t e s  a n d  a n
introduction  by  James
Lapine.  Musicals  are
copyrighted  works,  so
d o w n l o a d i n g
unauthorized  PDFs  is
b o t h  i l l e g a l  a n d
h a r m f u l  t o  t h e
c r e a t o r s .  F o r
performance  rights,
the  script  is  licensed
through Music Theatre
International  (MTI),
w h i c h  p r o v i d e s
authorized materials to
p r o d u c i n g
organizations.
Additionally, annotated
versions  and  scholarly
edit ions  exist  that
include  analysis,  but
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the original script is the
primary  text.  Libraries
often  carry  the  book,
and  used  copies  are
available for those on a
budget.  For  the  film
screenplay,  separate
publications  exist,  but
be  aware  that  the  film
differs  significantly
from the stage script. If
your interest is  in the
original  Broadway
production,  stick  with
the TCG publication.

Digital
Options
and
Study
Resource
s
Some  educat ional
platforms  offer

excerpts  or  sample
pages of the Into the
Woods Full Script for
s t u d y  p u r p o s e s .
However,  to  read  the
entire  work,  you  will
likely need the physical
or  ebook.  The  ebook
version  is  convenient
for  searching  specific
lines  or  characters.
There  are  also  fan-
created resources that
detai l  the  scr ipt ’s
structure,  but  none
r e p l a c e  t h e
authenticity  of  the
published  libretto.

USING THE SCRIPT
FOR STUDY AND
PERFORMANCE

Whether  you  are  a
theater professional or
a  pass ionate  fan ,
reading  the  Into  the
Woods  Full  Script
can  be  an  instructive
experience.  For  actors
preparing  an  audition,
reading  the  entire
script provides context
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that  monologue books
cannot  offer.
Understanding  how  a
character reacts to the
Giant  or  the  Baker’s
Wife’s  death  informs
e v e r y  s c e n e .  F o r
directors,  the  script
contains detailed stage
directions that indicate
Lapine’s original vision,
though  much  is  left
open for interpretation.
W h e n  s t u d y i n g ,
consider  reading  the
sc r ip t  a l oud .  The
rhythm  of  Sondheim’s
lyrics  and  Lapine’s
dialogue  is  musical
even without the score.
P a y  a t t e n t i o n  t o
repeated  phrases  and
motifs,  such  as  the
p h r a s e  “ i n t o  t h e
woods”  itself  and  its
various  contextual
meanings.  The  script

a l s o  u s e s  f r a m e -
breaking moments, like
t h e  N a r r a t o r ’ s
involvement, which are
more  obvious  in  text
than  in  performance.
A n a l y z i n g  t h e s e
choices  can  deepen
your  appreciation  of
t h e  s h o w ’ s
m e t a t h e a t r i c a l
commentary.

Tips for
Reading
the Full
Script

Read the script1.
once straight
through for
storyline and
emotional flow.
Then2.


