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Lewis Carroll’s Through
the Looking-Glass, and
What Alice Found
There is far more than
a sequel to Alice’s

Adventures in
Wonderland. It is a
masterwork of

wordplay, philosophical
reflection, and surreal
logic that has

captivated readers for
generations. While
Wonderland introduced
us to chaos and
curiosity, the looking-
glass world presents a
universe governed by
backward logic,
chessboard rules, and
the relentless passage
of time. This narrative
richness has produced
some of the most

memorable and
guotable Ilines in
literary history.
Exploring Alice
Through The
Looking Glass

quotes offers not only
a glimpse into Carroll’s
genius but also a


https://cardprinter.sendafriend.co/

THROUGH THE own
world, where meaning
often hides in plain
sight, just waiting to be
turned upside down.

From the bumbling
poetic efforts of
Tweedledum and
Tweedledee to the
mournful wisdom of
the White Queen, the
dialogue in this book is
layered with irony, wit,
and surprising
emotional depth.
Whether you are
revisiting the story
after many years or
discovering it for the
first time through film
adaptations, these
lines continue to
resonate. Let us walk
through the looking-
glass and examine the
guotes that define this
extraordinary journey.

LOOKING-GLASS

Before diving into
specific quotations, it is
helpful to understand
the landscape from
which they emerge. In
this sequel, Alice steps
through a mirror into a
world where everything
is reversed. She moves

across a giant
chessboard,
encounters talking

flowers, recites poetry
with Humpty Dumpty,
and meets the Red
Queen and White
Queen. The narrative
structure itself is a
chess game, with Alice
advancing from pawn
to queen. This
structure gives the
story a forward
momentum that
contrasts with the

THE static chaos of
UNFORGETTABLE Wonderland. The Alice

Looking Glass
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quotes we treasure
often come from
moments of absurd
clarity, where
characters
inadvertently speak
profound truths about
language, identity,
time, and reality.

The
Chessboa
rd as a
Metaphor
for Life

Carroll was a
mathematician and
logician, and that
intellect permeates

every chapter. The
chess game is not
merely a framing
device but a metaphor
for life’'s journey. As
Alice moves from
square to square, she

encounters obstacles,
allies, and adversaries,
all while trying to
understand the rules of
a game that seems to
change at will. Many of
the most quoted lines
from the book reflect
this struggle to find
order in apparent
chaos. The quotes that
emerge from this
setting are not just
whimsical nonsense;
they are commentaries
on how we navigate a
world that often makes
little sense.

CLASSIC ALICE
THROUGH THE
LOOKING GLASS
QUOTES AND
THEIR MEANINGS

Now let us turn to
some of the most
famous and significant
guotes from the book.
Each one carries a
weight that extends far
beyond its immediate
context, offering



insight into
communication,
memory, belief, and
the nature of reality.

“Why,
sometime
s |'ve
believed
as many
as Six
Impossibl
e things
before
breakfast

n

This line, spoken by
the White Queen to
Alice, is arguably the
most famous from the
entire book. It has
taken on a life of its
own, often cited in self-
help literature,
motivational speeches,
and even business
strategy discussions.
On the surface, it
seems to endorse a
kind of wishful thinking
or blind optimism. But
Carroll’s intention is
more nuanced. The
White Queen lives in a
world where time runs
backward and memory
works in reverse—she
remembers events
before they happen.
For her, believing
impossible things is a
practical survival skill.
In our context, this
Alice Through The
Looking Glass quote
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encourages us to
stretch the boundaries
of our imagination. It is
not about denying
reality but about being
open to possibilities
that our usual logic
rejects. The queen
practices this skill
daily, suggesting that
creativity and belief
require exercise and
discipline.

“The rule
S, jam to-
MOorrow
and jam
yesterday
—but
never

jam to-
day."

This seemingly silly
line is a brilliant
commentary on
delayed  gratification
and the human
tendency to postpone
happiness. The White
Queen offers Alice jam
as a reward, but only
on days that are not
“to-day.” The logic is
circular and frustrating,
mirroring the way we
often defer our own
joy. The line resonates
because it captures a
universal experience:
waiting for something

that never quite
arrives. In a world
obsessed with

productivity and future
planning, this quote
serves as a gentle
reminder to find value
in the present moment.
It is also a clever play



on language, since
“jam” is a homophone
for “jam” meaning a
tight spot—fitting for a
character always stuck
in a temporal
contradiction.

“It's a
poor sort
of
memory
that only
works
backward
S.”

Another gem from the
White Queen, this line
subverts our
conventional

understanding of what
memory is. She lives in

a state where she
remembers the future
and experiences the
past as something
unknowable. While this
is impossible in our
world, the quote invites
us to think about
memory differently.
The best memories are
not just records of
what happened; they
shape how we interpret
the present and
anticipate the future. A
memory that only
works backwards is
static, like a
photograph album. A
rich memory, Carroll
suggests, is active and
forward-looking,
informing our decisions
and hopes. This Alice
Through The
Looking Glass quote
challenges us to
cultivate a memory
that serves not only
nostalgia but also
growth and foresight.

6 Alice Through The Looking Glass 2024-01-04
Movie 1985



Alice Through The Looking Glass Movie 1985 7

“Contrari
wise, if it
was so, it
might be;
and if it
were so,
it would
be; but as
itisn’t, it
ain't.
That’s
logic.”

Tweedledee delivers
this tortuous piece of
reasoning when Alice

cannot follow his story
about the Walrus and
the Carpenter. It is a
parody of formal logic,
a subject in which
Carroll excelled. The
line is @ masterpiece of
circular reasoning that
says nothing while
sounding authoritative.
It mocks the way
people use logic to
avoid answering
questions directly. Yet,
there is a deeper layer:
it also reflects the
difficulty of pinning
down truth in a world
of shifting realities. The
quote is often used
humorously today to
describe situations
where debate goes
nowhere because the
premises are flawed
from the start. It serves
as a caution against
false cleverness and
empty rhetoric.



“The

the

horror @tieen

that

sald, “If

momegibu don't
" the Knmake a
went omemoran
“I shaldum of
never,it.”

never This brief exchange

forget!”

“You will,
though,”

between the White
King and the White
Queen is a charming
illustration of how
memory works in the
looking-glass world.
The King is certain he
will remember a
shocking moment
forever, but the Queen
points out that memory
is unreliable unless it is
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recorded. This s
simple, practical advice
wrapped in the story’s
characteristic
absurdity. It reminds
us that our confidence
in our own memory is
often misplaced. The
most profound
experiences can fade
without a trace unless
we capture them. For
readers and writers,
this is a call to
document life—to write
things down, to journal,
to take notes. The
quote is both a joke
and a genuine insight
into human cognition.

QUOTES FROM THE
BOOK VS. THE
FILM
ADAPTATIONS

When we discuss Alice
Through The
Looking Glass
quotes, it is important
to distinguish between
Carroll’s original text
and the various film

adaptations,
particularly Disney’s
2016 movie Alice
Through the Looking
Glass. The film
expands on the story
significantly,
introducing new
characters and
plotlines. Some quotes
from the film have
become popular online,
but they are not always
faithful to Carroll’s
work. For instance, the
film features lines like
“You cannot change
the past, but you can
learn from it,” which is
a thematic addition
rather than a direct
quote from the book.
Both versions have
value, but for those
seeking the authentic
Carroll experience, the
original text remains
the gold standard. The
film quotes tend to be
more sentimental and
straightforward, while
the book quotes are



layered with wit,
paradox, and linguistic

play.

THEMES
REFLECTED IN THE
QUOTES

Looking at these
quotes together,
certain themes emerge
that define the book
and explain its
enduring appeal.

Language
and Its
Limits

Carroll was fascinated
by the gap between
words and meaning.
Humpty Dumpty
famously tells Alice,
“When | use a word, it
means just what |
choose it to
mean—neither more

nor less.” That line,
from this same book,

10

encapsulates a central
tension: language is a
tool for
communication, but it
can also be a weapon
of confusion. The Alice
Through The
Looking Glass
quotes that deal with
logic, memory, and
belief all play with the
idea that our
understanding of the
world is mediated by
the words we use.
Changing the words
changes the reality.
This is a deeply
modern insight that
anticipates much of
20th-century
philosophy
linguistics.

Time as a
Paradox

Time in the looking-
glass world runs
backward, stands still,
and leaps forward. The

and
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White Queen’s
comments about
memory and jam all
point to a central
theme: our linear view
of time is just one way
of experiencing it.
Carroll, through his
characters, questions
whether time is as
fixed and orderly as we
believe. This theme
resonates in our own
era, where physics has
shown time to be far
stranger than common
sense suggests. The
quotes about time in
this book invite readers
to consider that reality
might be more flexible
than we assume.

ldentity
and
Growth

Alice is constantly
asked who she is, and

she struggles to
answer. She grows and
shrinks, recites poems
incorrectly, and finds
that her knowledge
fails her. The quotes
from the book often
highlight the fluidity of
identity. “Who in the
world am 1?” is a
qguestion that echoes
throughout both Alice
books. In the looking-
glass world, this
guestion becomes
even more pressing
because the rules of
identity are constantly
shifting. The quotes we
remember from this
story are often those
that touch on this
uncertainty,  offering
comfort or humor in
the face of existential
confusion.

HOW TO USE
THESE QUOTES IN
MODERN CONTEXT

The appeal of these
quotes is not limited to



literary analysis. They
have found their way
into everyday
language, social
media, branding, and
personal development.
Here are a few ways
you might encounter or
use Alice Through
The Looking Glass
quotes today:

e In writing and
speeches: The
White Queen’s
“six impossible
things” quote is
a favorite for
talks about
innovation, goal-
setting, and
creativity. It
frames ambition
as a cognitive
habit rather than
mere fantasy.

* In education:
The Tweedledee
guote about logic
is a wonderful
entry point for
discussions
about fallacies,
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critical thinking,
and the misuse
of reason.

In everyday
conversation:
The “jam to-
morrow” line is
perfect for
describing
situations where
rewards are
always promised
but never
delivered. It is
both witty and
pointed.

On social
media: Short,
paradoxical
guotes from the
book perform
well because
they stop the
reader and
provoke thought.
They are
inherently
shareable
because they are
recognizable yet
open to
interpretation.
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In reflective
journaling: The
White Queen’s
comment about
memory has
inspired many to
keep journals or
diaries. Itis a
gentle nudge to
record life’s
moments before
they slip away
into the
backward-
running river of
time.

WHY THESE
QUOTES ENDURE

The staying power of
these quotes comes
from their unique
combination of silliness
and depth. Carroll
wrote for children but
never talked down to
them. He embedded
philosophical puzzles in
the midst of nursery
rhymes and chess
moves. As a result,
adults discover new
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layers of meaning each
time they revisit the

text. The Alice
Through The
Looking Glass
quotes are like

Russian nesting dolls:
the outer layer is
charming nonsense,

but inside are
reflections on
language, time,

memory, logic, and
identity. They work
because they do not
lecture. They invite you
to play along, to tilt
your head and see the
world from a different
angle. In an age of
information overload

and relentless
seriousness, that
invitation is more

precious than ever.

CONCLUSION: A
WORLD WORTH
REVISITING

Lewis Carroll wrote
Through the Looking-
Glass as a gift to a



child, but he also wrote
it as a puzzle for the
ages. The quotes that
have survived from this
book are not merely
decorative; they are
functional keys that
unlock deeper ways of
thinking. Whether you
are contemplating the
nature of time, the
reliability of memory,
or the power of
language to shape
reality, you will find a
looking-glass quote
that speaks directly to
your situation. The
White Queen,
Tweedledee, Humpty
Dumpty, and even the
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shy gnat all deliver
lines that are
simultaneously
ridiculous and
profound. That tension
is the secret to their
longevity. So the next
time you encounter an
impossible situation or
a backward piece of
logic, remember the
looking-glass.
Sometimes the only
way forward is to
believe in SiX
impossible things, and
then to enjoy the
jam—even if it is only
yesterday or tomorrow.
The looking-glass world
may be in reverse, but
its wisdom faces
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