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In the grand tapestry
of human civilization,
few threads are as
resilient, intricate, and
profound as the
linguistic heritage of
India. Among the many
languages that have
shaped the
subcontinent, one
stands apart not only
for its antiquity but for
its remarkable

structure and spiritual
depth. The ancient
language of is called
Sanskrit. This
statement, while
simple, opens a door to
a world of unparalleled
intellectual
achievement,
philosophical inquiry,
and poetic beauty.
Sanskrit is not merely a
language; it is a
cultural phenomenon,
a grammatical marvel,
and a living link to a
past that continues to
inform the present. For
scholars, linguists, and
spiritual seekers alike,
understanding Sanskrit
is akin to unlocking a
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vast library of human

thought, spanning
millennia and covering
everything from
astronomy to
aesthetics, from law to
love poetry.

The very name

"Sanskrit" offers a clue
to its nature. Derived
from the root words
sam (together, well,
completely) and krita
(done, made, formed),
it translates to
"refined," "polished," or
"perfectly

constructed." This is a
fitting description for a
language whose
grammar was codified
to an astonishing
degree thousands of
years ago by the sage
Panini. While many
ancient languages
have faded into
obscurity, leaving
behind only fragments
for archaeologists to
decipher, Sanskrit has
maintained a

continuous, unbroken
tradition of study and
use. While it functions
primarily as a liturgical
and scholarly language
today, it is very much
alive in its influence
and in the communities
that preserve it. To say
that the ancient
language of is called
Sanskrit is to
acknowledge the
foundational role it
plays in understanding
a vast swathe of Asian
history, religion, and
philosophy.

THE DEEP ROOTS
OF A CLASSICAL
LANGUAGE

The origins of Sanskrit
are a subject of great
scholarly interest,
intertwined with the
migration and
settlement of Indo-
Aryan peoples in the
Indian subcontinent. It
belongs to the Indo-
European language
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family, making it a
distant cousin to
languages as diverse
as English, Greek,
Russian, and Persian.
This discovery in the
18th and 19th
centuries
revolutionized
historical linguistics, as
scholars observed
striking similarities
between Sanskrit
words and their
European counterparts.
The English word
“mother," for example,
is cognate with the
Sanskrit word matr;
“father" with pitr; and
"three" with tri. These
connections point to a
common ancestral
language, known as
Proto-Indo-European,
from which both
Sanskrit and European
languages descended.

Vedic
Sanskrit:
The
Archaic
Form

The earliest known
form of Sanskrit is
Vedic Sanskrit, the
language of the
Vedas—the oldest
sacred texts of
Hinduism. Composed
between roughly 1500
and 500 BCE, these
hymns, prayers, and
liturgical instructions
were transmitted orally
for centuries with
incredible precision.
The fact that the
ancient language of is
called Sanskrit is
attested to in these
very texts, though they
refer to the concept of



refined speech. Vedic
Sanskrit is more
archaic and musical
than its later form, with
a greater emphasis on
accent and metre. It
was considered a
divine language, a
medium through which
cosmic truths could be
perceived and
expressed. The
preservation of the
Vedas required a
sophisticated
mnemonic system and
a deep understanding
of phonetics, a
tradition that laid the
groundwork for the
later formalisation of
the language.

Classical
Sanskrit:
The Age

of Panini

The transition from
Vedic to Classical
Sanskrit is marked by
the work of one of the
greatest linguists in
human history: Panini.
His magnum opus, the
Ashtadhyayi (Eight
Chapters), composed
around the 4th or 5th
century BCE, is a
grammatical treatise of
such breathtaking
precision and elegance
that it is considered
one of the most
complete and scientific
grammars ever written

for any language.
Panini did not invent
Sanskrit; rather, he
codified and

standardised it,
describing its structure
through a system of
nearly 4,000 aphoristic
rules (sutras). This
work effectively fixed
the classical form of
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the language. After
Panini, when one
states that the ancient
language of is called
Sanskrit, they are
usually referring to this
highly structured and
formalised version. It
became the language

of high «culture,
science, philosophy,
and literature

throughout the Indian
subcontinent and
beyond.

THE
UNPARALLELED
STRUCTURE OF
SANSKRIT
GRAMMAR

What makes Sanskrit
so remarkable from a
linguistic perspective is
its highly synthetic and
inflectional nature. It is
a language where
words are built by
adding prefixes,
suffixes, and infixes to
a root, creating a vast
array of forms with

precise meanings. This
makes it incredibly
efficient for conveying
complex ideas in a
compact form.
Understanding that the
ancient language of is
called Sanskrit means
appreciating its
architectural
perfection.

Dhatus
and Word
Formatio
n

At the heart of Sanskrit
are verbal roots called
dhatus. There are
roughly 2,000 of these
roots, each carrying a
basic semantic
meaning, such as gam
(to go), as (to be), or
vach (to speak). By
applying a complex
system of prefixes,



suffixes, and internal
vowel changes, a
single dhatu can
generate hundreds of
different
words—nouns, verbs,
adjectives, and
adverbs. This root-
based system gives
Sanskrit a remarkable
organic unity. Learning
even a few hundred
dhatus can open the
door to understanding
thousands of words.
This is a key reason
why Sanskrit is
considered ideal for
computer
programming and
artificial intelligence
research—its grammar
is logical, algorithmic,
and rule-based.

The Eight
Cases of

the Noun

Unlike English, which
relies heavily on word
order and prepositions
to indicate
grammatical function,
Sanskrit uses a system
of eight grammatical
cases (vibhaktis) for
nouns, pronouns, and
adjectives. These are:

1. Nominative:
The subject (the
one who acts).

2. Accusative: The
object (the one
acted upon).

3. Instrumental:
The means by
which an action
is performed (by,
with).

. Dative: The
recipient (to, for).

5. Ablative: The
source or cause
(from, because
of).

6. Genitive:
Possession (of).

N
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7. Locative:
Location (in, on,
at).

8. Vocative: Direct
address (0O!).

This system allows for
a remarkably flexible
word order. In a
Sanskrit sentence, the
subject, verb, and
object can be arranged
in almost any order,
and the grammatical
relationships remain
clear due to the case
endings. This freedom
was exploited by poets
and philosophers to
craft verses with
specific rhythms and
emphases. The
precision of this
system is a testament
to the analytical genius
of the ancient
grammarians who
perfected it. When we
say that the ancient
language of is called
Sanskrit, we are
acknowledging a tool
of thought that was

refined over centuries.

A TREASURY OF
WORLD
LITERATURE AND
PHILOSOPHY

The corpus of Sanskrit
literature is
staggeringly vast. It
encompasses not only
religious texts but also
secular epics, poetry,
drama, fables, science,
mathematics,

astronomy, medicine
(Ayurveda), law
(Dharmasastra), and

philosophy (Darsana).
The sheer volume and
diversity of works
written in this language
is a testament to its
role as a universal
medium of learning for
the intellectual elite of
ancient and medieval
India.



The Great
Epics:

the longest epic poem
in the world, containing
over 100,000 verses. It
tells the story of a
dynastic conflict

n two families,
Ra mayrawﬁendavas and the

a and

Mahabiyar

ata

Perhaps the most well-
known Sanskrit works
are the two great
epics: the Ramayana
and the Mahabharata.
The Ramayana,
attributed to the poet
Valmiki, is a beautiful
and poignant tale of
Prince Rama, his wife
Sita, and his journey to
rescue her from the
demon king Ravana. It
is a story of dharma
(righteous duty), love,
and loyalty. The
Mahabharata,

attributed to Vyasa, is

Kauravas, interweaving
a vast array of sub-
stories, philosophical
es (including
the “world-renowned
Bhagavad Gita), and
moral dilemmas. These
epics are not just
literature; they are
foundational texts of
Hindu culture, shaping

its wvalues and
worldview for
millennia.

Classical
Drama
and
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Poetry

Sanskrit drama
reached its zenith with
playwrights like
Kalidasa, often
considered the
Shakespeare of India.
His plays, such as
Abhijianasakuntalam
(The Recognition of
Shakuntala), are
masterpieces of lyrical
beauty and emotional
depth. They mix prose
and poetry, dance and
music, to create a rich
theatrical experience.
Sanskrit poetry (kavya)
is highly ornamental,

filled with intricate
metres, metaphors,
and suggestions

(dhvani). Court poets
would compose
elaborate works
praising kings or
describing nature with
breathtaking detail.
The fact that the
ancient language of is

called Sanskrit is a
reminder of this golden
age of cultural and
artistic expression that
flourished across the
subcontinent.

Scientific
and

Technical
Treatises

It is a common
misconception that
Sanskrit was only used
for religious or spiritual
matters. In fact, it was
the premier language
of science and
technology in ancient
India. The
mathematician and
astronomer Aryabhata,
writing in Sanskrit in
the 5th century CE,
calculated the value of
pi and explained the
heliocentric model of



the solar system. The
physician Susruta, in
his Sanskrit text the
Susruta Samhita,
described complex
surgical procedures,
including rhinoplasty.
Works on logic,
grammar, architecture
(Vastu Shastra), and
political science
(Arthashastra) were all
written in this
remarkable language.
When you explore the
ancient language of is
called Sanskrit, you are
delving into a system
of knowledge that was
centuries ahead of its
time.

THE ENDURING
LEGACY AND
MODERN
RELEVANCE OF
SANSKRIT

While no longer a
mother tongue for the
majority, Sanskrit has
not died. It remains a
vibrant part of India's

10

cultural and spiritual
landscape. Its influence
can be seen in the
modern Indian
languages, particularly
those of the Indo-Aryan
family like Hindi,
Bengali, and Marathi,
which have borrowed
thousands of words
from Sanskrit. Tamil,
while from a different
language family, also
has a significant
number of Sanskrit
loanwords. The
grammar of Panini
continues to be studied
by linguists for its
brilliance and
efficiency. In  fact,
there is a well-known
modern connection:

the grammar of
Sanskrit was used as
an inspiration by

computational linguists
in the early days of
artificial  intelligence.
The formal, rule-based
nature of the ancient
language of is called
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Sanskrit makes it
surprisingly well-suited
for natural language
processing.

Preservat
jon and
Revival
Efforts

In India and around the
world, there are
concerted efforts to
preserve and revive
Sanskrit. There are
universities dedicated
entirely to its study,
and it is taught in
many schools as a
second or third
language. Villages in
India, such as Mattur in
Karnataka, have
attempted to revive
Sanskrit as a spoken
language for everyday
communication. The
government of India

11

has recognized its
importance and has
created a number of
initiatives to promote
its study. Furthermore,
the digitization of
thousands of Sanskrit
manuscripts, held in
libraries and temples
across the country, is
making this vast
knowledge accessible
to scholars globally for
the first time. These
efforts ensure that the
ancient language of is
called Sanskrit
continues to be a
resource for future
generations, not just as
a relic of the past, but
as a living tradition of
knowledge.

CONCLUSION: THE
LIGHT OF A
PERFECTLY
FORMED
LANGUAGE

In conclusion, the
ancient language of is
called Sanskrit. It is a



name that carries with
it the weight of
thousands of years of
human history, the
brilliance of rigorous
grammatical thought,
the beauty of profound
poetry, and the depth
of spiritual exploration.
It is a language that
was considered divine
by its speakers and
scientific by modern
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linguists. From the
banks of the Saraswati
river in myth to the
algorithms of artificial
intelligence in fact,
Sanskrit has proven its
timelessness. Far from
being a dead language,
it is a classical one—a
vibrant, living source of
heritage and insight.
For anyone seeking to
understand the roots of
Indo
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