
Shakespeare The Tempest Full Text 1

Shakespeare The
Tempest Full Text

Shakespeare
The Tempest
Full Text

Downloaded from
cardprinter.sendafriend.co

by Kasey & Lizeth

UNLOCKING
PROSPERO’S
WORLD: YOUR
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THE TEMPEST FULL
TEXT

There  is  something
undeniably  magnetic
about  a  story  that
b e g i n s  w i t h  a
shipwreck  and  ends
with  forgiveness.  Few
works  in  the  English
language  capture  this
a r c  o f  c h a o s  t o
r e d e m p t i o n  a s
powerfully  as  William
Shakespeare’s  final
solo  masterpiece.  For
students ,  theatre

enthusiasts, and casual
readers  alike,  finding
and  engaging  with
Shakespeare  The
Tempest  full  text  is
the  first  step  into  a
w o r l d  o f  m a g i c ,
betrayal, and profound
humanity. Whether you
are  preparing  for  an
examination,  directing
a production, or simply
satisfying  a  long-held
curiosity, the complete
script  offers  layers  of
meaning  that  reveal
themselves  slowly,
rewarding  pat ient
readers  with  every
scene.
This  article  serves  as
your  comprehensive
companion.  We  will
explore  why  this  play
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endures,  where  to
locate reliable versions
of the text, and how to
n a v i g a t e  i t s  r i c h
thematic  currents.  By
the  end,  you  will  not
only  know  where  to
find the words but also
understand  why  they
c o n t i n u e  t o  e c h o
across four centuries.

WHY THE TEMPEST
OCCUPIES A
UNIQUE PLACE IN
SHAKESPEARE’S
OEUVRE

Composed  around
1 6 1 0 – 1 6 1 1 ,  T h e
Tempest  i s  widely
r e g a r d e d  a s
Shakespeare’s farewell
to  the  stage.  Unlike
many  of  his  earl ier
w o r k s  t h a t  d r e w
heavily  from  existing
historical  chronicles or
Italian  novellas,  this
play  appears  to  be
l a r g e l y  h i s  o w n
i n v e n t i o n .  T h a t
originality  gives  the

complete  edition  a
special  flavour:  it  feels
less like a retelling and
more  like  a  final
statement  from  an
artist  reflecting  on  his
own  career.
The play is classified as
a  r o m a n c e  o r
tragicomedy,  blending
elements  of  slapstick
humour with moments
of  piercing  emotional
depth.  When  you  sit
d o w n  w i t h
Shakespeare  The
Tempest  full  text,
you encounter  a  work
that  de l ibera te ly
breaks  the  classical
unities  of  time  and
p lace .  The  ac t ion
unfolds  over  roughly
three hours on a single
i s l a n d ,  y e t  t h e
emotional  geography
spans  grief,  revenge,
and reconciliation. This
compression  is  what
makes  the  script  so
potent. Every line feels
de l iberate ,  every
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soliloquy  a  carefully
p laced  s tone  i n  a
mosaic  that  depicts
nothing  less  than  the
human condition itself.
Scholars also note that
this is  one of the few
Shakespeare  plays  to
observe  the  classical
unities  of  time,  place,
and  act ion  a lmost
p e r f e c t l y .  T h a t
structural  discipline,
combined  wi th  i ts
fantastical  elements,
gives the full version a
balanced  rhythm  that
feels both ancient and
startlingly modern.

FINDING AN
AUTHENTIC
SHAKESPEARE THE
TEMPEST FULL
TEXT

Before  div ing  into
analys is ,  we  must
address  the  practical
question:  where  can
you  obtain  a  reliable,
unabridged  version  of

the  play?  The  answer
d e p e n d s  o n  y o u r
purpose.

The First
Folio and
Modern
Scholarly
Editions
The  Tempest  was  first
published  in  the  First
Folio  of  1623,  seven
y e a r s  a f t e r
Shakespeare’s  death.
That original text is the
foundation  for  every
modern  edition.  When
y o u  s e a r c h  f o r
Shakespeare  The
Tempest  full  text,
you  wil l  encounter
s e v e r a l  t y p e s  o f
editions:

Facsimile
editions that
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reproduce the
original Folio
pages. These are
excellent for
advanced
scholars who
want to study
spelling,
punctuation, and
stage directions
as they appeared
in the
seventeenth
century.
Modern-
spelling
editions (such
as the Arden,
Oxford, or
Cambridge
series) which
update spelling
and punctuation
while preserving
the original
wording. These
are ideal for
most readers.
Online open-
access
resources like
the Folger

Shakespeare
Library, Project
Gutenberg, and
the Internet
Shakespeare
Editions offer
free, searchable
versions of the
complete script.
These digital
copies are
invaluable for
quick reference
and classroom
use.

When  se lec t ing  a
source,  pr ior i t i se
editions  that  include
l ine  numbers  and
detailed footnotes. The
l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e
Elizabethan era can be
challenging,  and  a
well-annotated  version
of  Shakespeare  The
Tempest full text will
i l l u m i n a t e  p u n s ,
historical allusions, and
archaic vocabulary that
you  might  otherwise
miss.
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Considera
tions for
Digital vs.
Print
Digital  versions  allow
you  to  sea rch  f o r
keywords  instantly,
which  is  useful  for
tracking  themes  like
"forgiveness," "magic,"
or "freedom." However,
a  printed  scholarly
e d i t i o n  r e m a i n s
super io r  fo r  deep
reading.  The  physical
act  of  turning  pages
and  the  absence  of
notifications  help  you
absorb  the  rhythm  of
t h e  v e r s e .  M a n y
dedicated readers keep
both formats: a digital
copy  for  quick  lookup
and a printed book for
immersive study.

A TOUR THROUGH
THE PLOT: WHAT
THE FULL TEXT
REVEALS

Understanding  the
narrative  arc  enriches
any encounter with the
script.  Here  is  a  brief
walkthrough of the key
movements  as  they
a p p e a r  i n
Shakespeare  The
Tempest  full  text.

Act I: The
Storm
and the
Island’s
Hierarchy
The play opens with a
violent  storm  at  sea,
c o n j u r e d  b y  t h e
magician  Prospero.  A
sh ip  ca r ry i ng  h i s
usurp ing  b ro ther
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Antonio, King Alonso of
Naples, and the king’s
s o n  F e r d i n a n d  i s
wrecked.  Through  the
complete text of Act I,
we learn that Prospero
once  ruled  Milan  until
Antonio,  with  Alonso’s
help,  overthrew  him
and set him adrift with
his  infant  daughter
Miranda.  They  have
lived on the island for
twelve  years ,  and
Prospero  now controls
the island’s only native
inhabitant,  Caliban,
and the airy spirit Ariel.
R e a d i n g  t h e  f u l l
transcript  of  this  act
reveals  Prospero’s
complexity. He is both
a wronged duke and a
colonial  master,  a
loving  father  and  a
vengeful  manipulator.
N o  s u m m a r y  c a n
capture the nuance of
his  long  exposition  to
M i r a n d a ,  w h i c h
alternates  between
t e n d e r n e s s  a n d

bitterness.

Act II:
Conspirac
y, Grief,
and
Comic
Relief
On another part of the
island, the shipwrecked
survivors  split  into
three  groups.  Alonso
grieves  for  Ferdinand,
whom  he  be l ieves
drowned.  Antonio  and
Sebas t ian  p lo t  to
murder  Alonso  and
seize  the  Neapolitan
throne. Meanwhile, the
d r u n k e n  b u t l e r
Stephano  and  the
jester Trinculo stumble
upon  Cal iban,  who
offers  to  worship  them
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as  gods  if  they  help
him kill Prospero.
The full text of Act II is
especially  rewarding
for its tonal shifts. The
near-assassination  of
the  king  is  tense  and
dark, while the scenes
w i t h  C a l i b a n ,
Stephano, and Trinculo
are  broadly  comedic.
This  juxtaposition  is  a
h a l l m a r k  o f
Shakespeare’s  late
sty le ,  and  only  by
reading the entire  act
can  you  appreciate
how  seamlessly  he
moves from danger to
farce.

Act III:
The
Masque

and the
Consum
mation of
Love
Ferdinand and Miranda
meet  and fall  in  love.
Prospero,  though  he
pretends to oppose the
m a t c h ,  s e c r e t l y
approves  and  sets
them to a menial task.
The full  text of  Act III
includes  one  of  the
play’s  most  famous
passages: the wedding
masque  performed  by
spirits under Prospero’s
d i rec t i on .  I n  th i s
elaborate  pageant,
goddesses  Iris,  Ceres,
and  Juno  bless  the
couple.
T h i s  i s  a  p i v o t a l
m o m e n t  i n  t h e
complete  writing.  The
masque  celebrates
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fertility,  harmony,  and
the natural  order.  But
Prospero  suddenly
i n t e r r u p t s  i t ,
remember ing  the
conspiracy  against  his
life.  This  abrupt  shift
r e m i n d s  u s  t h a t
happiness  is  fragile
a n d  t h a t  t h e
magician’s  control  is
not  absolute.

Act IV:
The
Harpy
and the
Conscien
ce
Ariel,  disguised  as  a
ha rpy ,  con f ron t s
Alonso,  Antonio,  and
S e b a s t i a n  a t  a
banquet.  The  spirit

accuses  them of  their
crimes,  and  the  men
are  struck  with  guilt
and  madness.  In  the
full  publication,  this
scene  showcases
Shakespeare’s mastery
of theatrical spectacle.
The banquet vanishes,
and the  harpy  speaks
with a moral authority
that  is  both  terrifying
and liberating.
The  conspirators’  plot
against Prospero is also
fo i led  in  th i s  ac t .
Caliban, Stephano, and
Trinculo  are  chased off
b y  s p i r i t  d o g s ,
s y m b o l i s i n g  t h e
triumph  of  order  over
chaos.

Act V:
Forgivene
ss and
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Release
The  final  act  brings
every  character  to
Prospero’s  cell.  He
confronts his enemies,
forgives  them,  and
renounces  his  magic.
The full  text  of  Act  V
contains  the  famous
"Our  revels  now  are
ended"  speech,  in
w h i c h  P r o s p e r o
compares  human  life
to a dream. He breaks
his staff and drowns his
book,  signalling  the
end  of  his  magical
p o w e r  a n d ,  b y
e x t e n s i o n ,
Shakespeare’s  own
farewell to the theatre.
Alonso  is  restored  to
his  son  Ferdinand,
Miranda and Ferdinand
are blessed, and even
Caliban is left to "seek
for  grace."  The  play
closes  with  Prospero
directly addressing the
audience,  asking  for

release from his island
through their applause.
This epilogue is unique
in  Shakespeare ’s
canon  and  transforms
the  entire  play  into  a
metapho r  f o r  t he
artist’s  relationship
with  his  audience.

KEY CHARACTERS
IN THE COMPLETE
TEXT AND THEIR
SIGNIFICANCE

The  characters  in
Shakespeare  The
Tempest full text are
not  mere  archetypes.
Each  one  embodies  a
distinct  philosophical
position.

Prospero is the
central figure, a
stand-in for the
playwright
himself. His
journey from
vengeance to
forgiveness
mirrors the act of
artistic creation.



10

10 Shakespeare The Tempest Full
Text

2022-10-28

He controls the
island through
knowledge and
language, but he
must ultimately
surrender that
control to rejoin
the human
community.
Ariel represents
the spirit of
imagination and
the airy realm of
poetry. Ariel’s
songs and
illusions drive the
plot, yet the
spirit longs for
freedom. The
tension between
Ariel’s service
and desire for
liberty reflects
the complex
relationship
between
creativity and
constraint.
Caliban is
perhaps the most
debated
character in the

full text. He is
the indigenous
inhabitant of the
island, enslaved
and taught
language by
Prospero, which
he then uses to
curse his master.
Postcolonial
critics see
Caliban as a
symbol of
colonised
peoples
everywhere,
angry and
dispossessed. His
famous line, "You
taught me
language, and
my profit on’t /
Is, I know how to
curse," is one of
the most quoted
in all of
Shakespeare.
Miranda and
Ferdinand
represent
youthful love and
the hope of a
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new generation.
Their relationship
is pure and
idealised,
providing a
counterpoint to
the cynicism of
the older
generation.
Antonio and
Sebastian are
embodiments of
ambition without
conscience. They
show that evil
does not require
supernatural
motivation; it can
spring from pure
human greed.

THE MAJOR
THEMES THAT
EMERGE FROM THE
FULL PLAY

Reading  the  entire
script  allows  these
themes  to  un fo ld
naturally  rather  than
being  imposed  by  a
summary.

Power
and
Authority
Who  has  the  right  to
rule?  Prospero’s  claim
to the island is  based
on his  knowledge and
his  assumpt ion  of
s u p e r i o r i t y  o v e r
Caliban.  The  political
dynamics  of  the  play,
f rom  the  duchy  o f
Milan  to  the  island’s
microcosm, interrogate
t h e  n a t u r e  o f
legitimate  power.  The
complete text does not
offer  easy  answers;
Prospero’s  magic  is
both  a  tool  of  justice
and  an  instrument  of
control.

Colonialis
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m and
the Other
Caliban is  consistently
d e h u m a n i s e d  b y
Prospero,  referred  to
a s  a  " t h i n g  o f
darkness" and a "born
d e v i l . "  T h e  f u l l
t ranscr ipt  of  their
interactions reveals the
psychology  of  colonial
domination.  Caliban’s
language and his love
for the island’s sounds
a n d  s w e e t n e s s
complicate any simple
reading  of  him  as  a
mons te r .  Modern
product ions  often
emphasise this theme,
and studying the whole
play  is  essential  for
understanding  i ts
depth.

Magic,

Theatre,
and
Illusion
The  play  itself  is  an
illusion.  Prospero’s
magic is  the theatre’s
magic:  the  ability  to
create worlds, to make
storms  and  vanish
banquets,  to  move
audiences  to  pity  and
fear.  When  Prospero
breaks  his  staff  and
drowns his book, he is
also acknowledging the
limits  of  art.  The  full
text  of  the  epilogue
asks  the  audience  to
set  the  magician  free
through  applause,
making  us  co-creators
of the experience.

Forgivene
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ss and
Reconcili

ation
Unlike  the  revenge
t r a g e d i e s  t h a t
dominated  the  earlier
part  of  Shakespeare’s
career,  The  Tempest
ends  w i th  mercy .
Prospero forgives those
who wronged him, but
not  without  making
them  suffer  first.  The
full  text  shows  that
f o r g i v e n e s s  i n
Shakespeare  is  not  a
simple sentiment. It  is
a  h a r d - w o n

achievement  that
r e q u i r e s  s e l f -
k n o w l e d g e  a n d
humility.

WHY YOU SHOULD
READ THE
COMPLETE WORK,

NOT JUST A
SUMMARY

Summaries  can  give
you the plot, but they
cannot  give  you  the
language.  The  beauty
of  Shakespeare  The
Tempest full text lies
in its poetry.  Consider
t h e s e  l i n e s  f r o m
Prospero’s renunciation
speech:
"These our actors,
As I


