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WHO IS MALALA YOUSAFZAI?

Malala Yousafzai is a name that resonates with courage,
resilience, and the unwavering belief in the right to education.
Born in Mingora, Pakistan, in 1997, Malala grew up in a region
where the Taliban frequently targeted girls' schools. Her father,
Ziauddin Yousafzai, was an educator and ran a school, instilling in
Malala a deep love for learning. At just 11 years old, she began
writing a blog for the BBC under a pseudonym, detailing life
under Taliban rule and her determination to attend school. Her
activism made her a target, and in 2012, a Taliban gunman shot
her in the head. Miraculously, she survived and went on to
become the youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize laureate in 2014.
Today, she continues her fight for education through the Malala
Fund. Her story has been told in many formats, but few have
captured its essence for young readers as effectively as the
Scholastic article "Malala the Powerful".

THE SCHOLASTIC ARTICLE THAT SHAPED A
GENERATION

"Malala the Powerful" is a Scholastic article published in the

classroom magazine Scholastic News for upper elementary and
middle school students. Scholastic, a trusted name in educational
publishing, has a long history of bringing current events to young
readers in an accessible, engaging way. This particular article
stands out because it distills Malala's complex journey into a
narrative that is both inspiring and age-appropriate. It does not
shy away from the danger she faced but presents it with
sensitivity, emphasizing her courage and the universal
importance of education.

Overview of "Malala the
Powerful"

The article typically opens with a vivid scene: Malala on a school
bus, talking with friends, moments before the attack. This
immediate hook draws readers into the story, making them feel
the tension and the sudden violence. It then transitions to her
recovery in Birmingham, England, and her decision to continue
speaking out. Key facts are presented clearly—her age, her Nobel
Prize, and her ongoing work. Photographs of Malala in a hospital
bed, then at the United Nations, help visualize her transformation
from victim to global advocate. The article also includes a
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timeline and vocabulary words like "activist" and "oppression,"
making it a valuable classroom tool.

Key Themes and Messages

The article emphasizes several core themes:

e Education as a right: Malala's famous line, "One child,
one teacher, one book, one pen can change the world," is
highlighted.

e Courage in the face of fear: The article stresses that
Malala was not fearless but acted despite fear.

¢ Global solidarity: It shows how people around the world
supported her, from doctors to fellow students.

¢ Youth activism: The article encourages readers that they
too can make a difference, no matter their age.

These themes are woven into a 800-1,200 word narrative,
perfect for a classroom read-aloud or independent study.
Teachers often use "Malala the Powerful" to spark discussions
about human rights, current events, and personal responsibility.

WHY "MALALA THE POWERFUL" IS A POWERFUL
SCHOLASTIC ARTICLE

The article's effectiveness lies in its careful balance of
information and inspiration. Scholastic's editorial team worked
with educators and child development experts to ensure the
content was accessible without being simplistic. Here is why it
resonates so deeply.

Educational Value

First, the article meets multiple curriculum standards. It supports
reading comprehension through text features like headings,
captions, and sidebars. It introduces tier-two vocabulary words
(e.g., "determination," "oppose") in context. Social studies
teachers use it to teach about South Asia, global conflicts, and
the role of non-governmental organizations. The article also
aligns with SEL (Social-Emotional Learning) competencies by
modeling empathy, perseverance, and civic engagement. Many
lesson plans built around "Malala the Powerful" include writing
prompts such as "What does education mean to you?" and "How
can you stand up for what you believe in?"

Inspiration for Young
Readers

Second, the article positions Malala as a relatable figure. It
highlights that she was a typical girl who loved books, had a
favorite subject (science), and argued with her brothers. This
humanizes her and prevents the story from feeling like an
unattainable legend. Young readers, especially girls, see
themselves in her. The article also addresses the question many
children ask: "Why did they try to kill her?" The answer is
presented clearly: because she wanted girls to go to school. This
simplicity makes the injustice tangible and the heroine's triumph
all the more inspiring.
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HOW THE ARTICLE ENCOURAGES ACTIVISM AND
EDUCATION

Beyond the story itself, "Malala the Powerful" functions as a
call to action. The conclusion often includes information about the
Malala Fund and invites students to get involved—for example,
by writing letters to their elected officials or raising money for
school supplies for girls in need. Scholastic also provides free
online resources such as a video interview with Malala and a
discussion guide. These features transform a passive reading
experience into an active learning opportunity.

Teachers report that after reading the article, students frequently
ask questions like: "Can | start a club?" or "How do | write to
Malala?" The article has even inspired classroom projects where
students create posters about girls' education or organize book
drives. In this way, "Malala the Powerful" does more than
inform—it empowers.

THE IMPACT OF MALALA'S STORY ON CLASSROOM
DISCUSSIONS

The Scholastic article has become a staple in many classrooms
across the United States and beyond. It is often used during
Women's History Month, International Day of the Girl, or when
discussing current events. The article's careful framing avoids
graphic violence while still conveying the seriousness of the
attack. This allows teachers to address difficult topics like
terrorism, gender discrimination, and post-traumatic growth in a
safe, guided environment.

Furthermore, the article models media literacy. Students learn to
identify the author's purpose (to inform and inspire), recognize
bias (the article clearly supports girls' education), and evaluate
sources (Scholastic is a respected educational publisher). By
comparing "Malala the Powerful" to other news articles about
Malala, students can see how different audiences require
different tones and levels of detail.

Classroom Activities That
Stem from the Article

1. Character analysis: Students create a graphic organizer
showing Malala's traits, actions, and motivations.

2. Perspective writing: Write a diary entry from Malala's
point of view on the day she spoke at the UN.

3. Research project: Investigate the status of girls'
education in other countries and present findings.

4. Debate: Discuss the statement "Everyone has the right to
an education."

5. Art project: Design a poster with a quote from Malala that
promotes literacy.

These activities are directly recommended by Scholastic's
teacher guides and have been used in thousands of classrooms.

THE POWER OF SCHOLASTIC IN SHAPING YOUNG




Scholastic has been publishing classroom magazines since 1920,
and "Malala the Powerful" exemplifies the company's mission
to support literacy and critical thinking. The article is part of a
larger series that covers important figures like Martin Luther King
Jr., Sylvia Mendez, and Greta Thunberg. By presenting these
stories in a format that respects young readers' intelligence
without overwhelming them, Scholastic helps cultivate a
generation of informed, empathetic citizens.

The article also serves as a bridge between home and school.
Many parents report that their children came home excitedly
sharing Malala's story after reading the article. This family
engagement is a testament to the article's ability to spark
conversation across age groups.

CONCLUSION

"Malala thMRB@rful” is more than a classroom article—it is a
carefully crafted tool for education, empathy, and empowerment.
By presenting Malala Yousafzai's extraordinary journey in an age-
appropriate yet unflinching manner, Scholastic has created a
resource that resonates with young readers worldwide. The
article teaches not only about history and current events but also
about the enduring power of one voice to inspire change. As
educators continue to seek materials that are both academic and
meaningful, this Scholastic article remains a shining example of
how to bring real-world heroism into the classroom.

Whether you are a teacher looking for a compelling reading
passage, a parent hoping to introduce your child to activism, or a
student seeking inspiration, "Malala the Powerful" delivers. It
reminds us that education is not just a subject in a textbook—it is
a force that can alter destinies. And in the case of Malala
Yousafzai, it has already changed the world.
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